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APPENDIX P

PERCOLATION TESTS
COLUSA POWER PLANT
FOR RELIANT ENERGY

An onsite percolation test program was conducted to provide a design basis for a sanitary wastewater
effluent septic tank/leach field system.  The work was performed by Lux Engineering & Surveying, Inc.
of Yuba City, California acting as a subcontractor to URS Corporation.

A profile of the uppermost 8 feet of soil (soil mantle) was obtained by digging backhoe pits at four
locations illustrated on Figures P-1 and P-2 (locations 106, 200, 201, and 211).  The logs of these four pits
are presented on Table P-1.

Six percolation tests were conducted at the locations indicated on Figure P-2 (locations 202 through 207),
in accordance with procedures prescribed by the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
Public Health Service, Manual of Septic Tank Practice (Publication No. 526, Revised 1967).  Field logs
of the six percolation tests are presented on Attachment P1 (2 pages).

A leach field design will be prepared for approval by the Colusa County Health and Human Services
Department, Environmental Health Division, based on the results of the percolation test program.
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Table P-1
Soil Mantles for the Colusa Power Plant Site

Number 106 (Area of Percolation Tests)

0” to 34” Dark Brown Clay – Slightly Moist Some Sandy Silt-Roots

34” to 60” Dark Brown Moist Heavy Clay

60” to 100” Light Colored Clay (Tan and White) – Friable Dry Not Much Moisture.  Breaks into
Small Pieces.

End of hole – no water encountered

Number 200

0” to 30” Dark Brown Clay – Moist, Loose and Roots

30” to 48” Light Brown Clay

48” to 60” Light Brown Clay, Friable Some Sand

60” to 82” Light Colored Clay (White) Friable Some Sand

82” to 96” Light Colored Sandy Clay

End of hole – no water encountered

Number 201

0” to 30” Dark Brown Clay – Slightly Moist Some Sandy Silt – Roots

30” to 66” Dark Brown Moist Heavy Clay

66” to 84” Light Colored Clay (Tan) – Friable Dry Not Much Moisture

84” to 96” Light Colored Clay (Also White in Color, Breaks into Small Pieces)

End of hole – no water encountered

Number 211

0” to 39” Dark Brown Clay – Dry Not Much Moisture Material Loose to 28”

39” to 96” Clay White in Color, Some Sand, Friable

End of hole – no water encountered
Notes:

See Figures P-1 and P-2 for location of hole numbers
Test holes were dug on April 19, 2001.
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